
Level Three

Pet Care
Pet Ownership
4-H Science, Engineering & Technology Project Activity Guide

Before bringing a furry friend or other pet into your home, you 
might want to ask: “Can I afford to be a pet owner?” The costs 
of bringing an animal into your home go far beyond any initial 
adoption fee, which can vary from nothing at all to hundreds of 
dollars. Research online the annual cost of the following items 
your pet may need. Record findings here.

Food  Medical exams  

Litter box  Pet carrier  

Collar  Leash  

Cage  Vaccinations  

Litter  Grooming items

Training  Toys/treats

Pet Ownership

Place a photo of your pet or future pet here.

Loyalty

Write your definition of loyalty below:

There are many stories about the loyal animal companion – from a dog 
staying by its fallen master to the old TV series called “Lassie.” Did Lassie 
really love Timmy? Or was she only saving him from disaster, time and 
again, so he would reward her later with a tasty morsel from the dinner 
table? Scientists, veterinarians and dog owners have long questioned the 
loyal relationship between humans and their best (pet) friends.

Write an example of a time you have exhibited loyalty or had it exhibited to you.

Level: Three

Life Skills:
Critical thinking
Service-learning
Decision making
Planning/organizing
Wise use of resources
Responsible citizenship

Goal:
Learn about the selection, care and 
needs of pets and basic principles of pet 
behavior  
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Dogs only sweat from the bottoms of their feet; the only  
 way they can discharge heat is by panting. 

Dogs have about 100 different facial expressions, most of  
 them made with the ears. 

Cats do not have sweat glands. 

A cat can jump as much as seven times its height. 

Cats have five toes on each front paw but only four toes on  
 each back paw.

A goldfish can live up to 40 years. 

Iguanas are able to hold their breath for up to 30 minutes.

Mark each Statement as True or False 
To See What You Know About Pets

Turtles are calm, quiet and easy to 
care for and they pose few dangers 
to their owners. They should be kept 
in a cage where they have access to 
both land and water. Turtles eat just 
about the same foods we do, but 
they have no teeth, so food should 
be cut into small pieces.

Beyond ‘Man’s 
Best Friend’

Hamsters are good beginner 
pets because they are relatively 
easy to care for. When handled 
often, they are friendly and easy 
to tame. Be extra careful when 
picking up a hamster with unknown 
temperament, because some are 
known to bite. They cannot see very 
well and can easily fall off furniture 
and get hurt

Ferrets have anal scent glands that 
can be used in defense against a 
potential enemy. That is why pet 
ferrets need to be “descented.” 
That is where the scent gland is 
surgically removed. Ferrets are not 
recommended as pets and are even 
outlawed as pets in some areas or 
states, like California.

The Bucks Start Here
Research the following pet-related 
jobs and find out what you can earn 
per year. Record your findings here.

Pet groomer

Dog walker

Pet photographer

Pet sitter

Veterinary assistant

ANSWERS to the True and False stastements above are all TRUE.



Unleash Service-Learning

Needs Assessment – Find out what the needs are concerning 
pets in your community.
   Visit an animal shelter.
   Take a walk through your neighborhood.
   Interview a veterinarian.

Planning – Map out what you want to do. Plan some service 
components and some educational activities that relate to 
what you are doing. Think about what you want to accomplish 
and how you are going to measure your accomplishments. 
Find out who you will need to help.

Do – Take part in the service and the education. The 
service may involve many different activities and should be 
meaningful.

Process and Evaluate – Reflect on what you experienced 
and learned from the project. Write a paragraph about your 
experiences. What worked? What would you do differently? 

Celebrate – Have an end-of-the-project celebration. It should 
be a fun event to award those who helped you and recognize 
the progress that was made. 

Record Your Project

Plan a service-learning project related 
to pets. You will want to ask others 
to join you in this project. 

My Service-Learning Project
Title: 
Service Activities: 

Educational Activities: 

Pet Peeves
Write down a bad habit your pet has 
that needs to be changed.

Research and work for at least 
two weeks to break the bad habit. 
Record what you did and any 
progress that was made.

Date What I did; progress made

Animal Challenge
Animal projects are important to 
understanding various biological 
processes in animals and even 
humans. Scientists study animals to 
improve health, to understand and 
prevent disease and to determine 
what is normal or abnormal 
behavior. Sharpen your knowledge 
by conducting an experiment 
with your pet. You might find the 
answers to the following questions:

 Does light variation alter animal  
 sleep habits?

 Does music affect an animal’s  
 mood?

 Do bird sounds affect cat   
 behavior?

 Does colored water affect animal  
 drinking habits?
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Bone Up on 
Breeds
Match the breed 
name to the picture.

Purr-fect projects
For more information and fun facts for you and your pet, look for these books:

The Everything Dog Training and Tricks Book, by Gerilyn J. Bielakiewicz, Bethany 
Brown and Christel A. Shea 

The Art of Raising a Puppy, by Monks of New Skete

The Cat Whisperer: The Secret of How to Talk to Your Cat, by Claire Bessant

Or check out these websites:

www.aspca.org 

www.akc.org

www.petfinder.com

golden retreiver
dalmatian

springer spaniel
cocker spaniel

German shepard
pug

dachsund
border collie

pit bull
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